Tracking Public Opinion of Trump's Washington

Trump’s approval rating ticks up in wake of Charlie Kirk's assassination
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Morning Consult is tracking what voters across the country think about how President
Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress are governing the United States ahead of the
2026 midterm elections. Each week, we’ll update this page with fresh and timely data on
all of the major questions facing Washington, including views about the people in charge,
the issues dominating the conversation and what is actually breaking through to the
electorate.

Sign up for the latest political news and analysis delivered to your inbox twice a week.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

« Trump’s approval rating ticks back up: 46% of voters approve of Trump’s job
performance, up 1 percentage point from the prior week, while his disapproval
rating remains at 52%, unchanged over that time frame.

Kirk ination makes The ination of 31-year-old conservative
political activist Charlie Kirk is the biggest story of 2025 so far, with 67% of voters
saying they have seen, read or heard “a lot” about it. That ranks it comfortably at
the top of the list of hundreds of news events tested so far this calendar year.
Only two other events have cracked 60%: January’s wildfires in Southern
California and the deadly crash between an American Airlines passenger jet and
an Army helicopter near Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport.

Buzz on public safety worsens: By a 26-point margin, voters are more likely to
say they’ve heard something negative than positive about public safety and
crime over the past week, a 10-point drop from the previous survey and the
lowest net buzz rating on the topic that we’ve measured since Trump returned to
office in January.

A new low for Trump on security: In the wake of Kirk’s assassination, voters are
5 points more likely to approve than disapprove of Trump’s handling of national
security. While that still ranks it among his best issues, it's also a record low for
his second presidency so far.
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